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DIARY DATES FOR 2018
Please note change of date below and, importantly, that this will be a carport event so please remember 
to wear warm clothing.  NB – a CHRISTMAS QUIZ has been promised - with prizes!!

Sunday 9th December     Christmas ‘Mulled Wine and Mince Pies’ at No.135,   5:00-8:00pm.

PHOTO LAURA

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Our AGM in the library on 24th September was attended by 25 households – significantly down on 
previous turnouts and somewhat disappointing.  Nevertheless, it was a successful and very interesting 
meeting with many useful new ideas arising from the lively discussions.  These covered traffic-calming 
measures, future events, date/timing/location of the next AGM, website maintenance and design including
a proposed section for recommended local tradespeople. We were also delighted to welcome three new 
members to the Committee – Jennie, Pam and Tim (see below).
 
AUTUMN CLEAN-UP DAY
Many thanks to all those who helped on 6th October – particularly Malcolm, Mark, Tim, Roger, Margaret, 
Drew, Tim B, Steve and Graham. All the drains were emptied and cleaned, and the road was de-weeded 
and swept. Eighteen large compost bags were filled and taken to the tip following day - thanks Brian G. All
who use Chalklands will all have noticed the difference; it may well be the cleanest street in Bourne End!!
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
As explained at the AGM, the Association’s annual income totals about £6000 and we currently have 
around £10,500 in the bank.  Assuming a similar level of subscriptions for the coming year we are well on 
track to re-surface another section of the road in 2019.  We would like to do the work in late spring but to 
achieve this we need prompt payment from all residents.  For those who do not contribute on a monthly 
basis we have encouraged payment in February when no Council Tax payment falls due, however, 
traditionally there have been many late contributions, sometimes stretching into the middle of the year.  
This creates unnecessary monitoring for the committee and adds considerably to the workload of the 
Treasurer but, for this coming year, late payment will also make it difficult to plan the re-surfacing as we 
won’t be able to negotiate the final contract until all the funding is place.  Please therefore make a special 
effort to pay your 2019 contribution in a timely manner.

As reported at the AGM, the level of financial support we enjoy has increased over recent years as new 
residents have moved onto the estate.  The number of households contributing now stands at around 
85% which is very heartening so thank you all – your support is vital and much appreciated.  Some years 
ago the committee recommended that the annual voluntary contributions should be within a range of £60 
to £120.  This was accepted at the AGM and remains the case today although the upper figure is not 
regarded as a limit!  The average payment last year worked out at around £80, helped by some generous 
payments of £150 and in one case £250.  The number of residents paying by Standing Order has also 
grown and this is very helpful for the committee, but if you do pay by this method then please do keep the 
amount under regular review.  The higher the level of our income the greater the length of road that we 
will be able to re-surface and the sooner the whole project will be completed.



Payments can be made by cash or cheque (made payable to the Chalklands Residents Association), or 
ideally by bank transfer.  The account details are: 
Chalklands Residents Association,   Acc No: 49020137,   Sort Code: 601335
Thank you for your continued support. 

COMMUNICATIONS  –  A TWO-WAY STREET
Thank you to all those who have completed and returned the “GDPR” forms that we distributed.  We have 
taken this action to ensure that we comply with recent EU legislation (the General Data Protection 
Regulation directive) which requires individuals to “opt-in” to procedures that involve the storage and use 
of electronic records.  Participation is, of course, completely voluntary but if you wish to receive emailed 
newsletters, bulletins and updates on Chalklands news, events, bollard arrangements and so on, you will 
need to “opt in” so please sign up.  So far around 50% of households have returned forms but we 
recognise that the envelopes of the original distribution were somewhat anonymous and may have been 
discarded as junk mail.  We will therefore be distributing new forms to each address from which we have 
not received a response; please look out for the CRA sticker.  The contact information will be used to build
a new group mailing facility which will be developed as part of an improved Chalklands website.  We hope
to launch these new procedures early in the new year.  Our GDPR form also incorporates a quick survey 
(again completely voluntary) to improve our understanding of the Chalklands community.  The form 
provides an opportunity for you to give us feedback on our previous actions and future plans, and for you 
to put forward your ideas and suggestions for improving the Chalklands environment and community 
experience.  If you were unable to get along to the AGM this is your second chance!   This is your 
association so please take a few minutes to let us have your thoughts and ideas.

PARKING
As we have highlighted many times in past, indiscriminate parking can be both annoying and dangerous 
to both road users and pedestrians. We therefore, ask all drivers to NOT park on verges and to NOT 
OBSTRUCT pavements so that those with prams and mobility scooters are forced into the road.  In 
addition, we have recently taken renewed action to curtail illegal parking of SORNed cars, especially by 
non-residents.  Chalklands will not become a car park for these un-taxed / un-insured vehicles.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Chalklands has long been registered as a participant in Neighbourhood Watch and we maintain their 
street signs and circulate some of their advice but the role of Co-ordinator has been vacant for some time 
and we would dearly like a volunteer to resurrect it. The duties are not onerous and involve monitoring 
police alerts and feeding them into the email messaging described above.  The duties could be carried out
by one person or covered by some sort of job share arrangement.  If you have a little time and would like 
to help please contact Brian G.
 
TREE LOST IN STORM
In response to many enquiries from residents, the Committee has agreed to replace the hawthorn tree 
that was lost in the autumn storms.  Your overwhelming preference has been to plant a pink flowering 
cherry and a suitable mature tree has been set aside at a local nursery.  A few residents have offered to 
contribute towards the cost which is likely to be just under £200.  If you wish to do so, would you please 
drop your cash/cheques into Bill or Brian.

SUPPORT
We would like to thank all residents who have given us their continued financial support and have 
contributed to the CRA in many other ways throughout 2018.  Together we can maintain and improve the 
infrastructure of the estate and continue to build a coherent and vibrant community which we can all enjoy.

Your Committee:
Chairman: Bill Secretary: Margaret Treasurer: Caroline
Brian G         Brian J         Jennie          Pam          Laura           Paul         Tim

chalklands@outlook.com                  www.chalklands.uk (site evolving)

http://www.chalklands.uk/
mailto:chalklands@outlook.com


World War Commemorations

Walking through the plain white crosses of the local Fields of Remembrance, one at Flackwell Heath and 
another on Wooburn Green, is a moving and thought-provoking experience.  So many tragic stories, from 
the 16 year old Boy 2nd Class who died at sea a mere week after war had been declared, to the several 
youths and men who died in the last few weeks before the Armistice was finally enacted.  The 146 
crosses in the Wooburn Green commemoration include many in remembrance of Bourne End 
servicemen.  They had worked in a variety of occupations: at the different paper mills, on local farms, as 
chair-makers, a milkman, many as labourers and so on.  Their addresses are all too familiar: 
Abbottsbrook, Furlong Road, Hawks Hill, Blind Lane, The Parade and two of particular note – Chalklands. 
Both men died in WWII, A B Saint, a Driver in the RASC in January 1943 at the age of 31, and A P Mayes,
a Scots Guardsman who died in April 1945 at the age of 34.  Our thanks to the 1st Wooburn Scout Group 
for presenting this tribute and highlighting this sad element of Chalklands history.


