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Welcome to this first newsletter of the year and a belated ‘Happy 2018’ to all.

The festive season already seems quite distant but we trust that everyone had an enjoyable time with 
family and friends.  The evening of 14th December was a bit raw but some two dozen suitably wrapped-up
Chalklands stalwarts gathered around the carport of No. 135 for a “Mulled Wine and Mince Pie” evening 
kindly hosted by Laura and Drew.  The warmth of their welcome and the heat from their chimenea were 
well-supplemented by the hot air from some lively chat and an excellent neighbourly evening was 
enjoyed by all.  Thanks to everyone who turned out and especially to Laura and Drew for their generous 
hospitality.  Watch out for future events that we hope will provide further opportunities for us to meet up 
and get to know each other a little better.  To that end would you please make a note NOW of the 
following dates:

DIARY DATES FOR 2018

Sunday 22nd April Chalklands Spring Clean – particularly gutters and drains

Sunday 1st July Summer Street Party and Open Gardens

Monday 24th September CRA  AGM in the Library at 7:30 pm   ( Firm date – Library is booked

Saturday 6th October            Chalklands Autumn Clean-up

Sunday 16th December         Christmas ‘Mulled Wine and Mince Pies’ at No. 135, 5:00–8:00 pm

Following comments about short notice for some of last year’s events we are giving early notice of these 
major plans so that as many of you as possible can participate.  Please try and keep these dates free so 
you’ll have the opportunity to join in.  If you have any comments or further ideas we would be delighted to
hear from you.  Please submit them by email or talk to any member of the committee.

BURGLARIES
Sadly we have to report a spate of local burglaries over the holiday period including one in Chalklands.  
After the Chalklands break-in Thames Valley Police distributed prevention advice to a few of the 
immediate neighbours.  We asked for more envelopes which we have distributed to each Chalklands 
household so please take a few minutes to read this advice.  In particular, keep your home and car 
secure, lock your gates and sheds, and use timers to switch on lights and tv/ radio to give the 
appearance that someone is at home.  The latter is a particularly effective deterrent and is strongly 
recommended by both the police and Neighbourhood Watch.  Timers are cheap and readily available 
from hardware shops and supermarkets.  Also, why not sign up for the Alerts scheme as described in the 
TVP card (in their envelope).

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Chalklands has long been registered as a participant in Neighbourhood Watch and we maintain their 
street signs and circulate some of their advice but the role of Co-ordinator has been vacant for some time
and we would dearly like a volunteer to resurrect it.  The scope of the role is determined solely by the Co-
ordinator and can be quite broad, but for a small scheme such as ours the activities can be very limited in
terms of tasks covered and the time involved.  The actions could be as little as monitoring the Alert 
messages issued by the police, and the crime prevention advice issued by Neighbourhood Watch, and 
then forwarding the information to residents by email using the CRA group mailing facility.  Other options 
could include preparing a paragraph for inclusion in the CRA newsletter and/or maintaining summary 
advice and other information in a dedicated page on the CRA website (see below).  The chosen actions 
could be carried out by one person or covered by some sort of job share arrangement.  If you have a little
time and would like to help please contact Brian G.
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CRA WEBSITE
The website is up and running, thanks to Adrian, but we need appropriately knowledgeable volunteers to 
develop it into a site that has practical benefits for all residents.  Could you be one?  We need help to 
maintain what has already been set up and, in particular, to add new pages such as: Neighbourhood 
Watch; a running calendar of CRA events; an archive of our newsletters and bulletins, AGM slides, etc; a 
page with links to other website of local such as Keep Bourne End Green; the history of Chalklands; or 
whatever interests you!  If you would like to put your skills to good use or learn how to contribute to this 
project please get in touch.

TREE LOST IN STORM
Most residents will have noticed the sad loss of the familiar hawthorn that stood at the ‘T’ junction in lower
Chalklands; the inner core of the tree was rotten and it succumbed to the recent gales.  Let’s hope the 
sole surviving hawthorn by the roundabout holds on until the rowan has matured!  A word of mouth 
recommendation ensured prompt action by a local jobbing gardener who made the fallen tree safe 
without damage to the overhead phone line and adjacent fence.  Thank you Tim for an excellent job at a 
bargain price.  To minimize the cost we elected to dispose of the debris ourselves; the logs quickly 
vanished and the mountain of branches and twigs disappeared via several green bins and a few runs to 
the tip.  Many thanks to all those who contributed to the clean-up.  The Committee has already discussed
replacing the tree and action will follow once the stump has been removed (does anyone have any 
recommendations?).  A few residents have commented that they would like to contribute towards a 
replacement tree and an appeal may be launched in due course.  One suggestion has been to buy a 
flowering cherry as used to line much of Chalklands in the early years of the estate, but we are open to 
ideas so please let us know what you think.

THAMES WATER
Following a leak in the vicinity of Nos 59 and 61 Thames Water eventually located the problem and 
carried out an effective repair.  The job appears to have been completed to a satisfactory standard but we
were unable to monitor the work and there was some concern that, as with an earlier leak, the escaping 
water may have scoured out a large void under the concrete slabs.  Our Chairman therefore wrote to a 
Customer Services executive and requested that the whole section be checked for hollowing out.  
Thames Water acted very promptly and a proper survey has been authorised but in the meantime a 
follow-up team of field engineers and contract managers has visited the site and confirmed that the leak 
has been properly repaired.  They also advised that no routine work is scheduled for Chalklands before 
2020, the limit of their planned maintenance programme. This has reassured us that it should be safe to 
surface that section of the road when the time comes.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
It’s that time of year again and we’re happy to report that a good number of 2018 subscriptions have 
already been paid with more expected shortly when the February Standing Orders fall due.  Last year we 
received donations from some 85% of households who paid an average subscription of over £70.  We 
believe we are on course to improve on both figures this year and we are very grateful for these high 
levels of your continued support.  As a reminder, subscriptions are fully voluntary at a rate selected by 
each resident and are generally within the CRA recommended range of £60 - £120 (or £5 - £10 if paid 
monthly).  Payment can be by cash or cheque (made payable to The Chalklands Residents’ 
Association); please pass envelopes to our Treasurer, Caroline  or to any committee member.  We 
welcome payment by direct bank transfer or Standing Order and for regular annual payments suggest  1st

February when no Council Tax is taken.  Our account details are:
Account No.  49020137              Sort Code   60-13-35

For either method please include a reference in the form ‘House No. / Resident name’ so that your 
payment can be identified and please let Caroline know.  These precautions should ensure that your 
name is not on the list of houses to be ‘Door-stopped’!  Finally, if paying by Standing Order please review 
the amount from time and increase it if you would like to pay a little more, or make a top-up payment at 
any time!  Window stickers and receipts will be distributed as confirmation of your contribution.  Once 
again, many thanks for continuing support.

Your Committee:
Chairman: Bill Secretary: Margaret Treasurer: Caroline

Daska       Richard       Brian G        Brian J     Kate      Laura       Paul
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