
CRA NEWSLETTER -  SUMMER 2018
               
DIARY DATES FOR 2018
Monday 24th September CRA  AGM in the Library at 7:30pm - Firm date – put it in your diary now!
Saturday 6th October             Chalklands Autumn Clean-up (late morning) - please save the date.
Sunday 16th December          Christmas ‘Mulled Wine and Mince Pies’ at No.135, 5:00-8:00pm

STREET PARTY
Gardeners were cursing the prolonged drought but over 50 residents and their children blessed the 
sunshine on Sunday 1st July as they came together to enjoy a relaxed afternoon with their neighbours.  
Tables, chairs, parasols and a makeshift tent appeared as if by magic and residents shared their food and
drink as they chatted and got to know each other.  A children’s quiz was very successful, and bat and ball 
games were enjoyed too – all part of a very effective community event.  Everyone agreed that it had been
a good idea and the Committee has already confirmed that we will repeat the party next year, and 
probably annually.  If you came along please let us know what worked best and what could have been 
better.  We would really welcome your feedback and further ideas on how to improve the experience.

PHOTOS

COMMUNICATIONS  –  A TWO-WAY STREET
To get the most out of the CRA it is vital that residents and the CRA Committee exchange ideas and 
information as freely as possible.  To achieve this goal we have set up a website (www.chalklands.uk) 
which also provides an email address (info@chalklands.uk).  In addition, we still have the original CRA 
Contact Point which uses an Outlook email account (chalklands@outlook.com).  At present, the website 
is used to distribute group mailings using the Mailchimp facility and to store and disseminate information 
of interest to residents.  The Outlook email account is used to send out simple notices, announcements 
and reminders   Either email address can be used by residents who wish to contact the Committee.
The website was developed by Adrian who looks after the technical maintenance of the site, however, we
need a co-ordinator or editor to further maintain and develop the website content.  Do you have the 
knowledge and skills to help out, or are you willing to learn how to do so?  If you can spare an hour or two
a month to support us then please do get in touch.
Clearly, to fully exploit these electronic facilities we need to hold, store and use your email addresses so 
we would like to validate all the addresses that we hold and add new residents to our records.  We are 
required to do this in compliance with recent EU legislation (the General Data Protection Regulation 
directive or GDPR) which means that residents will need to “opt-in” to our procedures.  Participation is, of 
course, completely voluntary but we are issuing a GDPR form to all households and we would encourage
all residents who use email to sign up.  We are also incorporating a quick survey, again completely 
voluntary, and this provides an opportunity for you to give us feedback on all our previous actions and to 
put forward your ideas and suggestions ahead of our forthcoming AGM.  This is your association so 
please take a few minutes to let us have your thoughts, ask your questions and propose your  ideas.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
Chalklands has long been registered as a participant in Neighbourhood Watch and we maintain their 
street signs and circulate some of their advice but the role of Co-ordinator has been vacant for some time
and we would dearly like a volunteer to resurrect it. The duties are not onerous and involve monitoring 
police alerts and feeding them into the email messaging described above.  The duties could be carried 
out by one person or covered by some sort of job share arrangement.  If you have a little time and would 
like to help please contact Brian G.

INCONSIDERATE PARKING
Several residents have expressed concern about inconsiderate parking which seems to be a growing 
problem.  Complaints include parking on blind corners, parking on pavements and grass verges and 
blocked footways.  Many of our kerbs and pavements date from the 1930's and are already damaged or  
fragile, and grass verges can take weeks to recover from being churned up.  However, blocked pathways 
are most serious as they force mums with prams and people on mobility scooters into the road.  Please 
park on the road and ask your visitors and tradesmen to do likewise.  Thank you for your co-operation.
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ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
Unfortunately we have to report that a number of teenagers were disturbed around 10pm whilst smoking 
marijuana near the alley that runs from Chalklands to Burroughs Crescent.  When challenged by a 
resident they ran off towards Goddington Road, but not before uprooting our NO PARKING signs and 
throwing them into the road.  The resident reported this incident to our Chairman who phoned Thames 
Valley Police to report the event. The police have taken this seriously and will increase patrols around the
estate.  If you are aware of any similar issues please contact the police on 101 using the Reference No 
XXXXXXXXX, and please keep us informed.

TREE LOST IN STORM
Most residents are aware of the removal of the storm-damaged hawthorn tree at the lower Chalklands ‘T’ 
junction, and a good number of you have enquired about plans to replace it.  
PHOTOS
The Committee has already discussed replacing the tree and has an option on a pink flowering cherry but
we would welcome your ideas.  Please let us know using the back of the GDPR form.  A few residents 
have also commented that they would like to contribute towards the cost and an appeal may be launched
in due course.  The cost is likely to be in the region of £200.

SUBSCRIPTIONS
We are collecting the last few outstanding subscriptions and feel confident that we will meet our 2018 
target of 90% of residents contributing to our funds.  We are anxious to finalise our accounts ahead of the
AGM so if you wish to make a contribution yourself please do so without further delay.  As a reminder, 
subscriptions are fully voluntary at a rate selected by each resident and are generally within the CRA 
recommended range of £60 - £120 (or £5 - £10 if paid monthly).  Payment can be made by cash or 
cheque (made payable to The Chalklands Residents’ Association); please pass envelopes to our 
Treasurer, Caroline Dunkin, at No.143.  We welcome payment by direct bank transfer or Standing Order 
and for regular annual payments suggest 1st February when no Council Tax is taken.  Our account details
are:

Account No.  49020137              Sort Code   60-13-35
For either method please include a reference in the form ‘House No. / Resident name’ so that your 
payment can be identified and please inform Caroline.

SUPPORT
We would like to thank all those residents who have given us their financial support and/or have 
contributed to the CRA in many other ways.  Together we can maintain and improve the infrastructure of 
the estate and continue to build a coherent and vibrant community which we can all enjoy.  Do try to 
come along to the AGM and join in our discussions – help shape the future of Chalklands!

Your Committee:
Chairman: Bill Secretary: Margaret Treasurer: Caroline

Daska         Richard        Brian G      Brian J       Kate        Laura           Paul
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